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and they began to look very carefully along the wall. Suddenly
there came a cry from those in front, for there in a manure pond
before them they found the body of their master. He had fallen
head foremost into the deep filth and was entirely buried except
for his feet sticking up in the air. But they recognized him by his
shoes and socks. They fished him out and after washing him off
in a nearby lake the best they could, they carried him home. That
same night, Chang Pa also died from his head wound. Thus these
two evil doers provided an instance of quick superhuman punish-
ment.
As two wicked men depart from this world,
A pair of sorry ghosts arrive in the other realm.
The following day the prefect again held court but before he
could give orders to have Mr. Chiu brought in for questioning,
one of the attendants told him what had happened. He was greatly
surprised and incredulous but soon the inhabitants of the village
came in a body to petition him for the release of Mr. Chiu and
their testimony left no further room for doubt. Moreover, the
sudden fainting spell of the day before had given him food for
thought. Now he became convinced of Mr. Chiu's innocence and
was glad that the latter had not been tortured to get his confession.
He had Mr. Chiu brought in and had him unfettered and freed be-
fore all in the judgment hall. Furthermore, he issued an order
prohibiting unauthorized persons to enter the garden and had it
posted at the gate.
Chiu and his neighbors all thanked the prefect and then returned
to the village. There they found that his peonies had again been
restored to their stems, a sight which never failed to make them
sigh in wonderment. The neighbors prepared feasts to congratulate
Mr. Chiu's vindication and he in turn invited them. Thus the
days immediately after his return were passed in feasting.
To conclude: after this Mr. Chiu began to substitute flowers for
food and soon he became accustomed to them and stopped eating
"things of fire and smoke" altogether. And he gave away all the
money that he got from the sale of his fruits. In a few years* time